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	Domestic Violence

Domestic Violence effects are seen in all areas of health care and the legal system.   All of these professions have a role to play in detecting and supporting victims and offenders. Statistics in 2006 presented by the Texas Department of Public Safety and the Texas Council on Family Violence bring the effects to light: 186,868 family violence incidents occurred, 120 women were killed by their intimate partner, and 12,356 adults and 16,968 children received shelter from abusive relationships.
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	For more information please contact Nathaniel Smith at (214) 205-0237 

or on the web at www.nathanielsmithcounselor.com. 


How can you make a difference?  

· Volunteer your time to local shelters around the Dallas community.

· Educate victims about resources available: National Domestic Violence Hotline (1-800-799-7233), Local Shelters, Police Departments, and Legal Support. 

· No matter what the presenting problem is, always explore the possibility of violence. 

· Look for behavioral indicators of abuse such as: reluctance to speak or disagree with other partner, irrational jealousy, denial or minimizing violence, self-blame for other’s violence, etc. 

· Educate individuals that commit violence to seek out Battering Intervention and Prevention Programs.

· Educate individuals that commit violence about the role that power/control, coercion, threats, economic manipulation, male/female privilege, intimidation, emotional abuse, isolation, minimizing, denying, blaming, and substance addiction play in violent relationships.

· Help offenders understand the impact of violence on their children and the possibility of teaching them that violence is a normal way of life.

	Nathaniel Smith Counselor, PLLC

811 S. Central Expy, Suite 525

Richardson, TX 75080

Phone: (214) 205-0237

E-mail: nathaniel@nathanielsmithcounselor.com 

We’re on the Web!

www.nathanielsmithcounselor.com 
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My counseling and educational program focuses on working with batterers to change abusive patterns in an atmosphere that is caring, compassionate, safe, and holds offenders accountable.  I help clients to grow in ways that enable them to live their lives free of violence and abuse.  My mission is to end domestic violence in our community and I believe this can be accomplished by dealing directly with offenders of this growing problem. 
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