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	Domestic Violence Protective Orders

The legal definition of family violence in Texas includes, but not limited to, any act by a family member against another member intended to cause physical or bodily harm, assault, sexual assault, or an act of violence against a child of the household. 
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	For more information please contact Nathaniel Smith at (214) 205-0237 

or on the web at www.nathanielsmithcounselor.com. 


What is a protective order? 

A protective order is a civil court order that is designed to protect the “petitioner” (the person requesting the order) and family members from violent and harassing behaviors.  The “respondent” (the person restricted by the order) can be arrested for violating the order.   The protective order can make it illegal for the respondent to be near a victim, children, home, or workplace.  The order will allow the victim to call the local police for help when the respondent is in proximity of the individual or areas described within the order. 

Who is eligible for a protective order? 

An individual can apply for a protective order if the abuser is a current or ex-spouse, sibling, relative, parent, dating partner, etc. 

How much does a protective order cost? 

A protect order is free and the court may order an abuser to pay any attorney fees or other cost incurred during the process.  

How do you obtain a protective order? 

The process could vary from county to county.  Educate your client to contact their local law enforcement office, prosecutor’s office, courthouse, or local domestic violence organization.  

Client’s can also call 800-799-SAFE (7233) to talk to The National Domestic Violence Hotline about local resources in a specific area.  

	Nathaniel Smith Counselor, PLLC

811 S. Central Expy, Suite 525

Richardson, TX 75080

Phone: (214) 205-0237

E-mail: nathaniel@nathanielsmithcounselor.com 

We’re on the Web!

www.nathanielsmithcounselor.com 
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My counseling and educational program focuses on working with batterers to change abusive patterns in an atmosphere that is caring, compassionate, safe, and holds offenders accountable.  I help clients to grow in ways that enable them to live their lives free of violence and abuse.  My mission is to end domestic violence in our community and I believe this can be accomplished by dealing directly with offenders of this growing problem. 
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